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"8 106-959. Administration of cost sharing.

The Seeretary-Commissioner shall have authority to administer the cost sharing provisions
of this Article, including but not limited to the following:

1) Prescribe the manner and requirements of making application for cost
sharing funds.

2 Identify  those approved forestry practices as defined in
G SH3A-178(2)G.S. 106-957(2) which shall be approved for cost sharing
under the provisions of this Article.

3) Review periodically the cost of forest development practices and establish
allowable ranges for cost sharing purposes for approved practices under
varying conditions throughout the State.

4) Determine, prior to approving forest development cost sharing payments to
any landowner, that all proposed practices are appropriate and are
comparable in cost to the prevailing cost of those practices in the general
area in which the land is located. Should the Seeretary—Commissioner
determine that the submitted cost of any practice is excessive, he shall
approve forest development cost sharing payments based upon an allowable
cost established under G-S—313A-180(3)-G.S. 106-959(3).

(5) Determine, prior to approving forest development cost sharing payments,
that an approved forest management plan as defined in
G SH13A-178(1)G.S. 106-957(1) for the eligible land has been filed with
the Seeretar-Commissioner and that the landowner has indicated in writing
his intent to comply with the terms of such management plan.

(6) Determine, prior to approving forest development cost sharing payments,
that the approved practices for which payment is requested have been
completed in a satisfactory manner, conform to the approved forest
management plan submitted under &-S—313A-186(5),G.S. 106-959(5), and
otherwise meet the requirements of this Article.

(7) Disburse from the Forest Development Fund to eligible landowners cost
sharing payments for satisfactory completion of practices provided for by
this Article and the Seeretary-Commissioner shall, insofar as is practicable,
disburse the funds from the State's appropriation on a matching basis with
the funds generated by the Primary Forest Product Assessment.

"8 106-960. Cost-share agreements.

@ In order to receive forest development cost-share payments, an eligible landowner
shall enter into a written agreement with the Department describing the eligible land, setting
forth the approved practices implemented for the area and covered by the approved forest
management plan, and agreeing to maintain those practices for a 10-year period.

(b) In the absence of Vis major or Act of God or other factors beyond the landowner's
control, a landowner who fails to maintain the practice or practices for a 10-year period in
accordance with the agreement set forth in subsection (a) of this section shall repay to the Fund
all cost-sharing funds received for that area.

(©) If the landowner voluntarily relinquishes control or title to the land on which the
approved practices have been established, the landowner shall:

1) Obtain a written statement, or a form approved by the Department, from the
new owner or transferee in which the new owner or transferee agrees to
maintain the approved practices for the remainder of the 10-year period; or

2 Repay to the Fund all cost-sharing funds received for implementing the
approved practices on the land.

If a written statement is obtained from the new owner or transferee, the original landowner will
no longer be responsible for maintaining the approved practices or repaying the cost-sharing
funds. The responsibility for maintaining those practices for the remainder of the 10 years shall
devolve to the new owner or transferee.

485



